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Note of last Executive Advisory Board meeting
	Title:


	Executive Advisory Board

	Date:


	Thursday 12 March 2020

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance

An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note

	Item
	Decisions and actions
	


<AI1>

	1  
	Declarations of Interest
 
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr James Jamieson (Con), Cllr John Hart (Con), Cllr David Finch (Con), Cllr Nicholas Rushton (Con), Cllr Judith Blake CBE (Lab), Cllr Richard Watts (Lab), Sir Stephen Houghton CBE (Lab), Cllr Shabir Pandor (Lab), and Cllr Howard Sykes MBE (Lib Dem). 

Cllr Nick Forbes CBE (Senior Vice Chair) chaired the meeting. 

Cllr Teresa O’Neill OBE (Con), Cllr Tudor Evans OBE (Lab) and Cllr Georgia Gould (Lab) were welcomed to their first meeting of the Executive Advisory Board as Deputy Chairs of the LGA. 


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Business Rates Retention and Fair Funding Review Update
 
	

	
	Nicola Morton, Head of Local Government Finance, introduced the report which provided a summary of progress on the Review of Relative Needs and Resources (commonly called the Fair Funding Review) and Business Rates Retention work programmes since the previous meeting of the Executive Advisory Board. 

Members noted that the LGA had published illustrations of the impact of the proposed new adult social care relative needs formulas which were being considered by the Government for implementation in April 2021. The illustrations were not LGA policy but aimed to provide information to member councils that would help to gauge the likely impact of the Fair Funding Review on the relative distribution of adult social care funding. 

Regarding business rates, it was highlighted that officer groups had discussed an alternative model of business rates retention which removed the risk of appeals. The Task and Finish Group would meet later in the day to consider this issue. A further report on LGA policy issues around business rates retention would be brought back to the Executive Advisory Board at a future meeting. 

Decision

The Executive Advisory Board noted the update. 

Actions

Officers to proceed with the delivery of the LGA work programme on Further Business Artes Retention and the Fair Funding Review and continue to engage with MHCLG and local government through the Steering Group and other Working Groups. 


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	2020 March Budget and 2020 Spending Review update
 
	

	
	Sarah Pickup, Deputy Chief Executive, introduced the report which provided an update on the LGA’s activity on the 2020 March Budget and activity ahead of the 2020 Spending Review. Members also discussed announcements in the Chancellor’s Budget in response to the spread of Coronavirus. 

Members noted the various Budget announcements in relation to local government including additional funding for flooding, potholes, regeneration, rough sleeping, and removal of cladding from high-rise buildings. The Spending Review would take place in July, subject to events, and submissions would be required by 20 May. Further updates would be provided to the Board at future meetings, including the draft submission to the Spending Review and a review of the LGA’s funding gap analysis. 

In the discussion which followed Members raised the following points:

· Regarding additional the funding announcements for social care, it was confirmed that work would continue with providers and the Department for Health and Social Care.

· Detail around flood relief funding had not yet been released but would be circulated to members in due course. 

· It was anticipated that the UK Municipal Bonds Agency would allow councils to diversify their borrowing options as an alternative to the Public Works Loan Board. A consultation on Pubic Works Loan Board lending had also been announced. 

· Members raised concern that Public Health grant funding had not been announced in the Budget, but this was expected shortly. 

In response to Budget announcements on the spread of coronavirus, Members discussed the possibility of delay or postponement of local elections in May 2020. Concerns were expressed around availability of election staff, social distancing in terms of canvassing and polling stations, budget referenda, and by-elections. Mark Lloyd, Chief Executive, highlighted that new advice from the Government on elections was expected within the coming days, and the LGA would feed back concerns from Members regarding the elections to assist with Government planning. 

Decision

The Executive Advisory Board noted the update. 

Action

Officers to proceed with the LGA’s work programme on the 2020 Spending Review. 


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	First draft revised model member code of conduct
 
	

	
	Abigail Gallop, Senior Adviser, presented the report which set out the key themes that have emerged to date from the pre-drafting research and consultation and included the first consultation draft of the member model code of conduct for comment. 

Members noted the conclusions which had arisen from the LGA-led regional meetings and workshops on the model code of conduct, the model code of conduct itself, and the proposed timetable for consultation and finalisation of the code. 

In the discussion which followed Members raised the following points:

· It was highlighted that the view of LGA Group Leaders was that the model member code of conduct should be for all councils within the scope of LGA membership. This would mean that town and parish councils would not fall under the scope of the model code of conduct, but a separate code of conduct or nuances in the code could be developed for these councils. 

· The response to the consultation would be reviewed at a future meeting, but Members broadly agreed that there could be a role for NALC in monitoring the code of conduct of town and parish councils. 

· Members agreed with the recommend 10-week consultation process. Should the situation around the spread of coronavirus escalate then this timescale should be amended. 

· Members agreed there should be clear rules and guidelines in the code on the use of social media. The question of sufficient reference to social media was included in the consultation proposals. 

Decision

The Executive Advisory Board approved the draft for the member model code of conduct, subject to their comments, and the consultation timetable and process. 

Actions

The consultation draft of the member model code of conduct would be revised in response to comments from Members. Views from Members would be incorporated into the consultation programme. 


	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Confidential note of last LGA Executive meeting
 
	

	
	Decision

The Executive Advisory Board agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 23 January 2020.


	


</AI5>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	 
	


	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE (Vice Chairman)
	Warwickshire County Council

	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE (Vice-Chair)
	Lincolnshire County Council


	 Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	Cllr Georgia Gould
	Camden Council

	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council and City Regions Board

	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	Cllr Anita Lower
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council

	Cllr Rosemarie Harris
	Powys County Council

	Cllr Robert Stewart
	Swansea City and County Council

	Cllr Marc Bayliss
	Worcester City Council

	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Association of North East Councils

	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	Cllr Roy Perry
	Hampshire County Council

	Cllr David Williams
	County Councils Network (CCN)


	Apologies:
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	
	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Bridget Smith
	South Cambridgeshire District Council

	
	Cllr David Finch
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	South West Councils

	
	Cllr Shabir Pandor
	Kirklees Metropolitan Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	East Midlands Councils

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	SIGOMA

	
	Alderman Sir David Wootton
	Local Partnerships
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